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STATE INTERAGENCY COUNCIL 

(S IAC)    
July Meeting Summary 

Date | time July 24, 2019 | 10:00 a.m. | Meeting Location Administrative Office of the Courts 

 Meeting called to order by Elizabeth Caywood, Deputy Commissioner of Department for Community 

Based Services & SIAC Vice Chair 

  

WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS & UPDATES 

Elizabeth Caywood, Deputy Commissioner, Department for Community Based Services (DCBS) & SIAC Vice Chair, 
welcomed members/alternates to the meeting. 

 Rachel Bingham, Executive Officer, Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC), provided an update on the 
Restore Opioid Summits for the Court of Justice.   

 Melissa Goins, Director, Family Resource & Youth Service Centers (FRYSC), reported FRYSC recently finished its 
summer conference and had about 700 FRYSCs in attendance with breakouts focused on prevention services.  
Between 400-500 Back-to-School bashes are scheduled across the state. 

 Kellie Smith, KY-SPIN, Family Organization Representative, reported KY-SPIN has finalized their fall schedule for 
webinars and in-person workshops for both families and professionals.   

 Denitta Mercier, Parent Representative, reported that the Barren River RIAC is hosting a Back to School Splash 
on July 26 for families to swim and eat.  The children will receive backpacks filled with school supplies.  Ms. 
Mercier reported she had reached out to all the RIAC Parent Representatives, and the Bluegrass South Parent 
Rep reported transportation issues as reason for not attending meetings.  Ms. Mercier requested Vanessa 
Brewer reach out to that RIAC. 

 Wendy Morris, Department for Behavioral Health, Developmental & Intellectual Disabilities (DBHDID), reported 
that the KY School for Alcohol and Other Drug Studies is currently taking place in Louisville.  It will continue 
through Thursday.  Ms. Morris reported that she, Dr. Vestena Robbins, Deputy Secretary Putnam, and some 
representatives from KDE attended the NGA convening on Child Health, Wellness and Safety in Schools.  
Kentucky was one of 14 states selected to attend.  More information will be coming.  

 Dr. Jeff Howard, Department for Public Health (DPH), reported that with the support of DBHDID, they have 

started a program called HEART that is an extension of HANDS.  The Center for Disease Control and the 

Association of State and Territorial Health Officers has agreed to fund an interstate agency for HIV work 

between Kentucky, Ohio and Indiana.  

 Ray DeBolt, Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ), reported out of home care referrals have reduced significantly.  

Louisville Metro is closing their Youth Detention Center.  DJJ is communicating with the Courts, AOC regarding 

how to lessen the impact on youth and families in that region. 

 Callie Cartmell, Youth Representative, reported youth and parents working through KPFC participated in a 

youth/parent panel with KVC last month and will again this Friday.  Ms. Cartmell reported she is still working to 

find youth representatives for the RIACs. 

 Cora McNabb, Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR), reported they are currently serving approximately 

44,000 individuals.  Ms. McNabb reported about 5000 people are in job training, and 2000 are job-ready.  In 

October, the OVR and Office of the Blind combined, and they are still working on combined policies. 

 Wendy Smith, Kentucky Housing Corporation (KHC), still in midst of administering Family Unification Program 

housing vouchers.  Ms. Smith updated Council on McKinney-Vento pilot program.  KHC is in process of annual 

application process to obtain homelessness funding. 

 Shellie May, Office for Children with Special Health Care Needs (OCSHCN), reported they are in process of hiring 

a Medical Director.  Expanding services and creating multi-disciplinary teams outside of Louisville area. 
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BUSINESS ITEMS 

 Review of May and June Meeting Summaries 
Dr. Howard made motion to approve both May and June summaries.  Rachel Bingham – second to the motion.  
Motion carried. 

 Annual Recommendations to the Governor and Legislative Research Commission  
Elizabeth Caywood, Deputy Commissioner of DCBS & SIAC Vice Chair reported that per SIAC policy:  “annual 
recommendations to the Governor and the Legislative Research Commission regarding the provision of services and 
supports for children and transition-age youth with or at risk of behavioral health needs are approved by August and 
submitted by September 1.  Ms. Caywood asked for discussion regarding 2020 recommendations.  Ms. Bingham 
requested the Council continue to focus language around racial and ethnic disparities.  Ms. Caywood added there 
may be need for enhancement around that in regards to the Family First Prevention Services Act.  Council members 
engaged in discussion around delaying submission of recommendations until after the Council receives the Social & 
Emotional Health (SEH) Task Force recommendations.  Ms. Bingham requested the SEH Task Force present 
recommendations in September.  Council members agreed to add September as a Commissioner-level meeting in 
order to hear the SEH recommendations, while also keeping October as a Commissioner-level meeting to review and 
vote on the recommendations to the Governor and LRC.  Rachel Bingham made motion for small group to come 
together and produce draft to present at September meeting along with the SEH Task Force recommendations, and 
the Council convene for Commissioner-level meeting in October for final review and vote.  Shellie May – second to 
motion.  Motion carried.   Lea Taylor, SIAC Administrator, reminded Commissioners that if they cannot attend, be 
sure to appoint a designee and discuss with designee prior to the meetings.  Wendy Morris requested Ms. Taylor 
send an email reminding the Council.   
 

DEPARTMENT FOR PUBLIC HEALTH UPDATE  

Dr. Howard, Commissioner, Department for Public Health, presented an overview of the Department for Public Health 
and its current initiatives and plans for transformation [see Meeting Handouts].   
 

THE STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES PROJECT   

Joe McNealy, Coalition for the Homeless, presented on youth homelessness.  Mr. McNealy emphasized early 
intervention work; Mr. McNealy discussed the need to shift from managing homelessness to preventing homelessness 
[see Meeting Handouts].    
 

SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL HEALTH STANDING COMMITTEE UPDATE 

This agenda item was moved to the August agenda to allow more time for the RIAC update. 
 

REGIONAL INTERAGENCY COUNCIL (RIAC) UPDATES & CHALLENGES 

Vanessa Brewer, RIAC Administrator at Department for Behavioral Health, Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities, 
provided an updated document reflecting current areas of focus and challenges reported by the RIACs [see Meeting 
Handouts].  Ms. Brewer introduced four RIACs that received RIAC funding and allowed them the opportunity to share 
how they are utilizing the funding to support the system of care.  Anne Embry, Local Resource Coordinator (LRC), Barren 
River RIAC, reported on July 18-19 they hosted the 6th annual Promoting Mental Health in Schools and Communities 
conference, with this year’s theme being Motivational Interviewing in Schools and featured two national speakers. Ms. 
Embry reported over 114 participants attended.  Liz Moreland, LRC, Bluegrass South and Bluegrass East RIACs, reported 
Bluegrass South received the YES grant in addition to the DBHDID funding.  They are developing and implementing a 
program called “Teen Talk” which is a support group for youth that have friends or family that have issues with 
substance use.  Ms. Moreland reported the program will have an adult facilitator but will be largely youth-led.  They 
hope that this bi-weekly program evolves into a youth coalition.  August 10th they are hosting a resource fair to kick off 
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the program.  Ms. Moreland reported Bluegrass East is focused on bullying prevention and awareness and youth suicide 
prevention and awareness.  They will be hosting a Family University in September.  Contact Liz Moreland for more 
information. Donnie Ray, LRC, Big Sandy RIAC, reported their RIAC is focused on suicide prevention.  Mr. Ray reported in 
their region, in the past 18 months, 10 children died by suicide. Mr. Ray reported their RIAC has divided into four 
Standing Committees to address the needs.  Mr. Ray talked about the trainings they are involved in, including Youth 
Mental Health First Aid.  Mr. Ray said they have the Coaching Fraternity on board, and they will also be getting training 
around suicide prevention.   
Ms. Brewer discussed the RIAC’s challenges.  Ms. Brewer reported that 14 out of the 18 RIACs that do not have a Youth 
Member; Ms. Brewer continues to work with Callie and KY Youth MOVE to identify members.  Ms. Brewer reported that 
seven out of the 18 RIACs do not include representatives from OVR.  Ms. McNabb said that she will address this.  Ms. 
Brewer talked about the importance of member consistency and the work the RIAC Task Force has engaged in.  Member 
stabilization is another challenge faced by RIACs. 
      

FUTURE ADENDA ITEMS 

Elizabeth Caywood, Deputy Commissioner of Department for Community Based Services & SIAC Vice Chair, asked for 
input on future agenda items. 

 Racial & Ethnic Disparities Standing Committee Update – Edward L. Palmer, Sr., Chair – August 2019 

 Outreach & Promotion Standing Committee Update – Missy Brownson Ross, Chair – August 2019 

 Social & Emotional Health Standing Committee Update – Damien Sweeney, Chair – August 2019 

 KY AWARE grant – Kathryn Tillett, KDE, and Vestena Robbins, DBHDID – August 2019 

 UK’s $87 million grant to combat opioid epidemic – Dr. Katie Marks, DBHDID – September 2019  

 Social & Emotional Health Task Force Recommendations to SIAC – September 2019  

 SAFESPACE Final Results and Next Steps – SAFESPACE representatives – September 2019 

 CDW Program Evolution into an Active Diversion Case Plan – Rachel Bingham, AOC – October 2019 

 SMART friends and family – Kentucky Partnership for Families and Children – TBD       

 Peer Support program – Kentucky Partnership for Families and Children – TBD  

 Suicide Prevention – Donnie Ray and others – TBD  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Elizabeth Caywood, Deputy Commissioner of Department for Community Based Services & SIAC Vice Chair, asked for 
any public comment.  Christina Weeter, Kentucky Department of Education, reported the Division of Student Success 
has resources to offer related to suicide prevention and bullying prevention that are low to no cost.  Ms. Weeter 
requested anyone reach out to her, and she can help connect people with the appropriate staff in the Division. 
Christina.Weeter@education.ky.gov  
 

NEXT MEETING 
Wednesday, August 28, 2019 | 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.   
Administrative Office of the Courts, 1001 Vandalay Drive, Frankfort, KY 40601 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

Elizabeth Caywood, Deputy Commissioner of Department for Community Based Services & SIAC Vice Chair, adjourned 
the meeting. 
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SUMMARY OF ACTION ITEMS 

TASK: RESPONSIBLE PARTY: 

One consistent staff from each SIAC agency to serve as 
Designee when Commissioner-level Member cannot 
attend 

SIAC Commissioners 

SIAC annual recommendations to the Governor and the 
Legislative Research Commission 

SIAC Members email suggestions to Lea.Taylor@ky.gov.  
Lea Taylor will coordinate a subcommittee to work on 
draft recommendations. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 
Members/Designees:   

Elizabeth Caywood, DCBS     Callie Cartmell, Youth Representative                                                                                                                                                                                            
Kellie Smith, KY-SPIN      Rachel Bingham, AOC                                                                                                                                                                               
Denitta Mercier, Parent Representative    Ray DeBolt and Bill Heffron, DJJ 
Cora McNabb, OVR      Melissa Goins, FRYSC 
Shellie May, OCSHCN      Wendy Morris, DBHDID 
Jeff Howard, DPH      Wendy K. Smith, KHC 
Wayne Lewis, Jr., KDE 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Staff:  Lea Taylor, SIAC Administrator, DBHDID; Lori Ramage, Administrative Specialist, DBHDID; Vanessa Brewer, RIAC 
Administrator, DBHDID    
 
Partial Guest List: 
Anne Embry, Lifeskills                     Tricia Okeson, DPH                                                                                                                                                                         
Brittany Barber, DBHDID     Liz Moreland, Bluegrass RIAC   
Courtney Downs, KYA      Michelle Sawyers, AOC                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Beth Jordan, DBHDID      Pastor Edward Palmer     
Martha Campbell, Humana CareSource                Sonny Mercier, SIAC Parent Alternate 
Eboni Blackford, AOC      Sarah Bowling, Aetna                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Kathy Mason, RIAC Parent Rep.      Christina Weeter, KDE 
Dee Dee Ward, DBHDID      Donnie Ray, MCCC 
Joe McNealy, Coalition for the Homeless   Shirley Gardstein, CRBH 
Martina Kunnecle, Neighborhood Planning & Preservation Tonisha Byrd, DMS 
Rachael Cartmell, Parent Leader     Whitney Hayse, P&A 
Kathy Adams, Children’s Alliance    Troy Bell, AOC 
LeAnn Magre, Wellcare      Christa Bell, DCBS 
Hope Beatty, DBHDID      Maranda Perkins, DBHDID 
Chris Whitsell, Adanta      Laura Beard, DPH 
Elizabeth Mays, DPH      Vestena Robbins, DBHDID 
David Crowley, Anthem BCBS      
 
                                                                                     

STANDING COMMITTEES 

Standing Committees did not meet. 

MEETING HANDOUTS 

Any handouts referenced in the meeting summary above will be available on the SIAC website at 
http://dbhdid.ky.gov/dbh/siac-summaries.aspx.  Under Handouts, use the drop down to select this meeting date. 
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